


Hello there!

The artist worked with computer-edited photos, which
he then redrew on paper. He used charcoal (made
from burnt willow branches), oil paint sticks, and even
India ink. On some drawings, he added gold or silver
leaf.
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In the artist’'s drawings, you can
spot billboards, streetlights, and
even pieces of concrete and iron
used to construct buildings.

Can you find other things in his
drawings that you also see in the
city?

##z2 Come and explore la friche la galaxie
by Michel Couturier with us.

Sit wherever you like and look around at all the works in the
room. Take your time to look at the exhibition as a whole.

Now try drawing a detail of something you noticed in the

exhibition — just as Michel drew details he noticed in the city.

Walk up to the works slowly and look closely at the

This exhibition shows drawings and
videos the artist has made over the
past ten years.

Let us take a moment to think about the
title of the exhibition, la friche la galaxie
(the wasteland the galaxy). A wasteland
is a land that has been left empty. A
galaxy is a huge group of stars, gas, dust,
and dark matter. La friche, la galaxie is
also the title of a video by Michel, which
you can see in this exhibition.

Michel explored places in cities that we

don't often stop to notice — wastelands,
car parks, shopping centres, and more.

His works help us discover poetry in the

everyday landscape, if we take the time
to look closely.
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different techniques he used.

Michel sometimes drew inspiration from books and
stories, particularly one in which children living in the
city had never seen a forest. It was winter, they were
cold, and they went out to find wood to make a fire
and warm themselves. When they saw advertising
poles by the side of the road, they thought they were
trees and cut them down to burn them.

Which of Michel’s works make you think of nature?

Enjoy your visit!

If the works could carry on
by themselves, what would
they become?

In what kind of landscape
do you imagine the
elements Michel drew?

I'll let you continue your visit now. Take your
time, and feel free to get closer to the works
that inspire you.

See you soon!

* Adults can help younger children by guiding them through the leaflet. With older children, the roles can be reversed!
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